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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) personal and socio-economic conditions of farm
women group members, (2) group activity operations by farm women groups, (3), participation of farm
women group members, (4) problems and needs of farm women groups in operational supports, and
(5) guideline for operational development of farm women groups. The population of the study were 192
members from nine farm women groups in Noen Maprang District, Phitsanulok Province. The sample size
was determined by using Taro Yamane’s formula with an error level of 0.05 accounting for 130 members
and simple random sampling was applied. The data were collected by using a structural interview and
analyzed to determine frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, standard deviation, and ranking.
The research findings were found that (1) farm women group members had an average age of 54.13 years
and finished primary education. Their household main and supplement occupations were agriculture and
general labors and they had an average of 4.02 family members. An average of serving farm women groups
was 10.78 years. The averages of annual household, farm, and non-farm incomes were 223,960, 150,730.77,
and 73,690.77 baht respectively. (2) Farm women groups operated frequently in five aspects such as group
management, capital and resource management, knowledge and capability development of member,
developmental process of product and service, and public interest / natural resource and environment
conservation. However, they didn’t concern the product standardization. (3) Most members participated
frequently in four aspects, except investment/ share activity budget was involved by the member
occasionally. (4) Farm women group had problem of capital and resource management at the highest level.
They indicated needs at high level such as group activity support, knowledge and capability development
of members and committees. Furthermore (5) the guideline for operational development of farm women
groups would focus on an extension of various activities such as utilization of technology and innovation
for production and marketing development, agro- tourism place, human potential development of
committee to be knowledge transfer person, applied local wisdom for product identity creation, and
initiating variation of standardized processing products by using local materials for increasing community

incomes.

Keywords: Group operational development, Group development, Farm women group,
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